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Exterior Transformations
When it comes to changing the siding on your home, sometimes the hardest decision to 
make is choosing a new color. Homeowners in the Midwest have typically stayed with neu-
tral earth tones colors. Beiges, taupes, and creams have been a staple in color combinations. 
Nowadays, however, St. Louis homeowners are opting for bold colors and bright trim.

 Sure, you can’t go wrong with tried-and-true color combinations, such as white siding with 
black shutters on Colonial homes.

But imagine that same Colonial home with steel gray siding combined with white trim and 
shutters. And while you’re at it, why not add that front porch you’ve always wanted. Many 
homeowners today are going outside to entertain in these stylish outdoor living spaces.

So when you’re in the market to change your siding, why settle for ordinary when you can 
transform your home into the best-looking house on the block? Why not turn your home 
into a real head turner?

Getting It Right
If you’re concerned about putting together the right color combinations, Matt Merrifield of 
Lakeside Exteriors is the person to call. He and his brother Dan have been siding homes in 
the St. Louis area since 1997. They and their design team have transformed thousands of 
homes since then. And as you can see in the above makeover, the results are dramatic.

To give you a few pointers on choosing a new look for your home, here are some things to 
consider.

Architectural Style
Each architectural style has varied color schemes that fit that style of home. To remain 
true to the design of the structure, choose colors 
within those color schemes. For instance, Victorian 
homes, which are also called “painted ladies,” can 
easily handle five different exterior colors. Try to 
do this on a Bungalow or Cape Cod home and it 
won’t work.

But don’t shy away from doing something outside 
the norm. Take a look at this stunning Victorian 
home. Instead of dressing her up in vivid colors, 
this lovely lady was garmented with the beauti-
fully subdued Cobble Stone lap siding by James 
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Hardie.

Existing Elements 
What are the elements connected to your home that won’t change? Does your house 
have brick or stone details? What is the color of your 
roof? Are these colors in the warm [red, orange, and 
yellow] or cool [violet, blue, and green] color family?

Picking a siding color is guided by the color family of 
what is already attached to your house. The entire 
color scheme needs to be in one of the two color 
families—but never both. If you’re not sure if the hue 
you like comes from the warm or cool color palette, 
Lakeside Exteriors can help you choose your colors 
appropriately.

Neighborhood Style
What is the style of your neighborhood? Most communities don’t follow an eclectic, 
anything goes style. If all the homes on your block are clad in muted colors, you shouldn’t 
pick something that screams for attention. There are subtle ways to make your house pop 
without your neighbors calling it an “eye sore.”

Think in Threes
A well-designed exterior color palate comes in combinations of three. This includes the sid-
ing, trim, and accent colors.

1.	 The siding color is the main color of your home.

2.	 Trim color is used for window and door casings, eaves, and roof edging.

3.	 Accent colors are just that—an accent. That means they are used sparingly. But done 
correctly, accent colors will give your house that “wow” factor that other homes lack.

Think Out of the Box
White and cream are often used for trim colors, but darker hues, as well as pale shades, can 
also be used. Here are some color combinations 
to consider.
l	 Brown trim creates a rich look to homes that 

are sided in earth-toned yellows.
l	 For a different, but equally pleasing look, 

medium blue trim and shutters will give an 
earth-toned home a lighthearted, breezy feel.

l	 Green window frames paired with a dark 
brown or barn red siding enlivens the bold 
colors.
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James Hardie Industries Ltd.
For Lakeside Exteriors, James Hardie is their siding of choice. James Hardie Industries is a world 
leader in fiber-cement siding. Its products now grace over 5.5 million homes across the U.S.

Here are some of the benefits of any of the 
product lines of James Hardie Industries.
l	 Your home is protected inside and out 

from:

g	 Wind, hail, rain, sleet, and snow

g	 Birds, insects, and fungi

g	 Fire—James Hardie siding is fire re-
sistant and non-combustible.

l	 Durability

g	 James Hardie fiber-cement siding does not split, warp, crack, or rot.

g	 It’s five times thicker than vinyl.

g	 Resists damage from winds up to 150 mph and the impact of wind-blown debris.

g	 Comes with a 30-year transferrable warranty.
l	 ColorPlus® Technology—James Hardie siding is available primed and ready for painting. 

Or you can choose siding that is already painted with ColorPlus® Technology. The bene-
fits of ColorPlus® include:

g	 30% better fade resistance than regular painting

g	 50% more paint is applied

g	 15-year limited warranty
l	 More Design Options

g	 If you replace your siding with vinyl siding, you’ll basically repeat the same look you 
had before. Using James Hardie siding gives you more design features and color 
options that are virtually unlimited.

There is also an interactive color tool on the James Hardie website that gives you foolproof 
color combinations for your siding, trim, and accent colors. After picking the siding color, 
you are given subtle, expressive, and upbeat color combinations to view. Check it out at     
jameshardie.com/Design-Ideas/Expert-Color-Palettes.

Combining Dreams With Skill
When Lakeside Exteriors sits down with a homeowner, they carefully listen to the home-
owner’s needs and desires. Lakeside’s design team then looks for ways to take the house 
from ordinary to extraordinary. They’ll look at how the roof line can be changed. Can a porch 
or covered entryway be added? What about a deck? A new front door? Lakeside’s goal is to 
come up with a design that goes far beyond their customer’s expectations.

http://jameshardie.com/Design-Ideas/Expert-Color-Palettes
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No Surprises
The homeowner never has to guess at how their house will turn out when their dreams and 
wishes are combined with Lakeside’s creativity and skill. Lakeside’s Design Manager hand 
draws renderings of the home with the new design elements and updated color. They can 
see what a porch, a new roof line, and so forth will look like before they make a decision. 
Long before Lakeside starts taking off the old siding, the homeowner knows exactly what to 
expect when the job is done.

 Here’s an example of how Lakeside Exteriors transformed a Swiss Chalet into a Craftsman 
style.

Getting the Job Done Right
Lakeside Exteriors knows a thing or two about 
installing James Hardie siding. The Merrifield 
brothers have remodeled more homes with 
James Hardie siding than anyone in the U.S. 
They are one of six contractors in the nation 
who have achieved the prestigious James Har-
die “VIP Preferred Remodeler” status.

James Hardie Industries is so confident of 
Lakeside’s workmanship that they have invited 
them to be on the James Hardie Advisory Pan-
el. What this means is that Lakeside Exteriors helps to define the best practices for installing 
James Hardie siding.

And Lakeside Exteriors is so sure of the work done by their skilled craftsmen—which by the 
way, are employees, not subcontractors—that they offer a lifetime workmanship warranty. 
They believe that when installed properly, James Hardie siding won’t fail. And they offer free 
annual inspections on every home they side.

Quality Professionalism
These are the words that best describe Lakeside Exteriors. Their quality workmanship has 
garnered them high ratings in the St. Louis area. While anybody can say they’re the best, 
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Lakeside has a proven track record.

GuildQuality reviews more than 18,000 
customer reviews and recognizes com-
panies that deliver superior customer 
service. Lakeside Exteriors has received 
the Guildmaster Award for the past five 
consecutive years.

Lakeside has also received the NARI 
Contractor of the Year award, Angie’s 
List Super Service Award for siding, 
windows and gutters, and too many 
other awards to list. They were also 
involved in two of ABC’s Extreme Make-
over Home Edition projects!

The following Yelp review sums up how Lakeside’s customers feel.

“We have been very satisfied customers since 2008 when Lakeside Exteriors installed 
our James Hardie siding. They additionally replaced patio doors with beautiful French 
doors and created an overhang to protect the area right outside the patio doors. . . 
. We have subsequently had a kitchen window (2010) and some guttering replaced 
(2014) by Lakeside. We are now considering replacing our front entry door. Not sure 
what style or color we’ll choose, but we already know who will handle this next home 
improvement project for us—Lakeside Exteriors!”

-Maria N., Glencoe, MO

Because of Lakeside Exteriors’ superior customer service and quality crafts-
manship, they create customers for life. The next time you’re in the market to 
upgrade the exterior of your home—whether you need siding, windows, doors, 
or gutters—let your first phone call be to Matt and Dan Merrifield of Lakeside 
Exteriors. Contact them at (636) 978-5000 or lakesideexteriors.com.

http://lakesideexteriors.com

